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The surveys have aided in delineating the 
extension of the coal deposits and for 
structural studies. In Jharia coal fields 
GSI has conducted refraction and reflec- 
tion seismic surveys for estimating the 
thickness of the deposits over the crystal- 
line basement. In Neyveli Lignite belt 
gravity and reflection seismic surveys by 
GSI have proved the extension of large 
reserves of lignite over the crystalline 
basement. In Korba and Neyveli _ fields 
large thermal plants for production of 
electricity are being set up by government. 


Prospecting for Oil 


Digboi in Assam was the first oil field 
discovered in India at the end of the last 
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century. The Assam Oil Company subse- 
quently carried out large scale geophysi- 
cal surveys in the alluvial plains of the 
Brahmaputra Valley after the Second 
World War and oil was struck at Nahor- 
katiya and Moran in early nineteen fiftics 
as a result of such surveys and drilliag. 


The geophysical prospecting for oil 
in India was started in 1948 by the Gec- 
logical Survey of India. The alluvial areas 
of Gujarat and Kutch covering 25,000 sq. 
km and of Cauvery basin covering 6,000 
sq. km were surveyed by the Geological 
Survey till 1958, Strong regional and local 
anomalies and prominent  gravity-cum- 
magnetic highs were observed in Cauvery 
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